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usttwo days past Christmas, in 1906, five U.S.

Army officers each received telegrams detail-

ing them to the Springfield Armory to test,
evaluate and recommend a new pistol for the U.S.
Cavalry. After afew delays, the Board finally met
on March 19, 1907. Four years and 10 days later,
Jacob M. Dickinson, Secretary of War in the cab-
inet of President William Howard Taft, approved
the recommendations of the board and accepted
the Colt Automatic Pistol, .45 caliber, Model of
1911 as the standard service arm of the U.S. Army—
a designation it would keep for the next 75 years.

The selection of the Colt Automatic was by no
means a foregone conclusion when the original
board met on January 15, 1907. The manufactur-
ers of 20 automatics and revolvers had been invit-
ed to participate in the trials with seven autos, two
revolvers and one auto/revolver making it to the
actual test stages. By the time Secretary Dickinson
adopted the Colt in 1911, only one other gun, a
Savage, was still in the running.

They say that coincidences play a large part in
some of the great decisions of history—a series of
seemingly unrelated events gathering at a unique
period in time. For instance, what would have hap-
pened had Samuel Colt never become bored while

serving asa merchant seaman and never became

. intrigued with the workings of the rachet
on the ship’s wheel? For the Model 1911,

. a similar series of events, with
Arguably the greatest firearms inventor

the world has ever known, John M.
Browning designed the predecessor to

the 1911 in his head.

all its twists and turns, became the
illegitimate parents of what proved
to be the most successful pistol
design of the 20th century. When
you consider all the gigantic advance-
ments made in technology—the expo-
nential leaps forward man has made in the
last 100 years—nothing else comes to mind
that remained virtually unchanged and state-of-
the-art for the amazing period of time that the Colt
1911 was in service. Think ofit in this manner, when
John Browning patented his automatic pistol
design in 1895, the Wright brothers were still mak-
ing bicycles in Dayton, Ohio. When the 1911 was
retired 90 years later, men orbiting the earth in a

space shuttle was a frequent news item!
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tribesmen, Thompson and LaGarde
began experiments on live cattle (en-
route to packing houses) as well as

THE BEGINNING OF A
BEAUTIFUL RELATIONSHIP

The U.S.Army began looking
at the question of adopting auto-
matic pistols as early as
November 1898. In 1900, both
the Army and Navy began to care-
fully examine the Browning auto
pistol design manufactured by Colt
when they each purchased 200 exam-
ples for testing and field use. Not to be
outdone, the Europeans—namely
Mauser, Borchardt and Luger, who had
pioneered the auto pistol concept in
Europe—began to attract the attention
of board officers and in 1901, 200 Luger
pistols in 7.65 mm were purchased for
testing as well.

The main interest of the Army was to
determine if the autos were capable of
delivering the same or better service
than the venerable revolvers. Rugged
reliability, accuracy and ease of disas-
sembly along with simple component
parts were among the items most close-
ly examined.

At the same time the Army was con-

donated human cadavers and
deceased horses. Their conclusion,
delivered in March 1904, was that a
.45 cal. cartridge was the most effec-
tive in dropping an opponent and
therefore, should the Army consider i
a new service revolver or a reliable
auto-pistol,it would be preferable for

sidering these questions,
Capt. John T.Thompson, the
man responsible for seeing
to it Gatling Guns were used
in Cuba during the 1898 war
and the father of the subse-
quent Thompson sub-
machine gun, began to con-
ducta series of tests with the
assistance of Maj. Louis
LaGarde of the Army’s
Medical Department, as to
the ballistic properties need-
ed to effectively stop an
enemy dead in his tracks. After numer-
ous field reports from the Philippines
indicating that the .38 Long Colt car-
tridge failed to effectively stop Moro

SAVAGE
AUTOMATIC

it to adopt the new gun chambered in
the powerful .45 cartridge.

In 1905, the Frankfort Arsenal began
to produce the desired cartridges for use
in both automatic pistols and revolvers.




In Gen. Crozier’s letters of invitation to
industry, he included the design and
composition of the new service car-
tridge as well as a list of ballistic find-
ings. Gen. Croizer also indicated that
when the board was convened, the guns
submitted should not only use the
desired cartridge but should operate
with only those cartridges supplied by
the Frankfort Arsenal for use and evalu-
ation. This requirement lead to numer-
ous delays and ate up most of a calendar
year while modifications and improve-
ments were made to various pistol
designs so they would be capable of
competing under the Army
requirements.

In January of 1907, auto pistols by
Colt, Luger, Savage, Knoble, Bergman,
and White-Merrill were submitted for
inspection. Not entirely convinced an
automatic pistol was yet the way to go
for service adaptation, the Army also
tested new revolver designs by Colt and
Smith & Wesson as well as an automatic
revolver designed by Col.
George Fosbery and man-
ufactured by the Webley &
Scott firm of Birmingham,
England.

THE TRIALS

What is now known as
the famous pistol trials of
1907 might have been

Within a decade of its birth as
the first semi-automatic service
pistol of the United States, the
1911 had made its way to the
firing line at the National Pistol
Championships.

known as the trials of 1906 if it hadn’t
been for numerous delays in Army
scheduling and difficulties with the
ammunition. Originally scheduled to
begin on September 12, 1906, schedule
conflicts with those appointed to the
board caused a delay until October 29.
Another unspecified delay moved the
proceedings to December 3 and then
again until January 15, 1907, to allow
George Luger to complete the conver-
sion of his pistol to the specified .45 cal.

On January 15, Luger was ready with
his pistol design in .45 cal. (one of two
or three he manufactured in .45 cal. and
now subsequently the most valuable
automatic pistol in the world, as only
one example is thought to have sur-
vived). However, four other manufac-
turers were still absent from the pro-
ceedings.Army boards are serious affairs
and the inability of the manufacturer to
be present on time was no excuse to
delay proceedings. The board was con-
vened on time and proceedings began
in earnest to select the new arm of the
U.S. Cavalry.

Fate would enter into the efforts and
yvet again delay the proceedings. The
Army had been sincere in their desire to
match a suitable gun to the new service
cartridge. The .45 ACP as we know it
today, was designed and developed fol-
lowing Thompson and LaGarde’s evalu-
ation at the Frankfort Arsenal. The result
was a 230-
gr., jacket-
ed bullet
that deliv-
ered an

initial muzzle velocity of 800 f.p.s. When
the board convened on January 15, it
was found during the initial test
sequence the rounds supplied by the
arsenal were unsatisfactory for the pur-
poses desired. Numerous defects in con-
sistency as well as manufacture required
another delay. As soon as the problems
in the ammunition were straightened
out,a new batch of nearly 4,000 rounds
was delivered to the Springfield Armory
for use in the trials.At 10:00 a.m., March
19, 1907, the proceeding finally got
underway.

The board members adopted a pro-
gram of tests for the submitted firearms.
Items of consideration were to include,
but not be limited to, some 25 items
ranging from the aforementioned
ammunition requirements to the mini-
mum number of cartridges each should
hold (not less than six rounds), trigger
pull (not less than six 1bs.), shape facili-
tating the carrying and easy removal
from a holster, chamber loaded indica-
tor, remaining cartridge indicators, bal-
ance, charging from box magazine and
not by charging clips, ease of disassem-
bly, positive breach closure prior to dis-
charge and vertical ejection as opposed
to side ejection for the spent cartridges.
As stated earlier, the Army was not yet
convinced that an automatic was best
suited for the rigors of service, so two
revolvers and the Webley-Fosbery auto-
matic revolver were tested alongside
the automatics in the evaluations. The
cartridges were identical to the ACP car-
tridges with the exception of a rimmed
base as opposed to the cannelured base
of the ACP cartridge.The board adopted
the program of previous tests for evalu-
ation of the revolvers.




THE Guns
THE KNOBLE

Designed by William Knoble of
Tacoma, Wash., this automatic had one
advantage in its design that was later
adopted by various Walther models. In
its double action form,an additional pull
of the trigger would cause the hammer
to raise and fall once more in an attempt
to secure a positive ignition to a previ-
ously failed round. However, neither pis-
tol was suitably designed to permit
smooth and positive operation.
Remarkably, neither the inventor nor a
representative were present at the tri-
als. Experienced experts from the
armory were challenged to disassemble
and reassemble the gun, but none of
them were able to get the gun to dis-
charge a single round. As a result, the
board was not able to even begin test-
ing the gun.

THE BERGMAN
An enlarged copy of the
famous Bergman-Bayard

THE WHITE-MERRILL

Submitted by Samuel Merrill of
Boston, Mass., this pistol employed one
singular characteristic intriguing to the
board. Since the adoption of the S&W
Schofield in 1877, consideration was
given to any gun that could be cleared
or loaded with one hand, facilitating the
operator to maintain control over his
mount by holding the reins with his off
hand. The White-Merrill accomplished
this objective by having a spur located
under the trigger guard permitting the
operation of the slide with the pistol

s

pistol was submitted with great antici-
pation by its inventor, Theodore
Bergman, of Baden, Germany. Having
been one of the pioneers of autoloading
firearms, his pistol had enjoyed wide
sales in Europe and was adopted by
numerous military services —including
those in Denmark, Greece and Spain.
However, when testing began it was
argued the supplied cartridges were not
of sufficient power to operate the mech-
anism. Additional cartridges were pro-
cured withan increased powder charge,
but to no avail. The gun refused to dis-
charge any of the provided ammo and
was dismissed from further testing.
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LUGER AUTOMATIC
(9%X19 MM SHOWN)

hand. However,the amplified blow-back
system employed a very strong spring
and action to accommodate the
increased power of the .45 ACP car-
tridge making this operation quite diffi-
cult. Additionally, numerous cartridge
failures, feeding problems and loose
screws prevented any more than 211
rounds from being fired before testing
stopped. Although no mention was
made in the report, the oversized
slide/trigger spur surely would have
made for a difficult holster pattern and
would certainly have been condemned
by troops in the field as being a consid-
erable impediment to handling,

THE WEBLEY-FOSBERY

A favorite novelty of the author, the
Webley-Fosbery .455 is still the only
automatic revolver ever produced com-
mercially in large numbers (nearly
4,000 manufactured). It passed all the
tests and scored higher than any of the
automatics when it came to the rust and
dirt drills. The board summarliy dis-
missed it as it offered no serious advan-
tages over the submitted automatics
with the exception of lighter recoil.

BERGMANN
AUTOMATIC

THE LUGER

The assorted colonels, majors and
captains who comprised the review
board must surely have been impressed
with the physical presence at the trials
of George Luger, the inventor of the
world-renowned self-loading pistol that
bore his name. Most of the officers were
already familiar with Luger s work as the
Army and Navy had purchased 1,000
Lugers for field trials. Luger personally
demonstrated the gun before the board
and using only one screwdriver and two
drifts, he disassembled and reassembled
the gun completely in just eight min-
utes.The gun fairly withstood the firing
tests having fired 1,022 rounds—more
than any of the other competitors. It
averaged below the Colt in the number
ofjamsand below the Savage in the num-
ber of misfires. However, the “certainty

SSUSA » February 2001




of action” due to its positive spring
action was a major drawback com-
pelling the board to return a negative
finding on the pistol. Additionally, the
Luger had been tested using 746 rounds
of ammunition prepared by Luger and
brought over to the trials. Luger had pre-
pared special “hot rounds”with a faster
burning powder than was currently
available in the U.S. On this point, the
Army conceded that the Luger worked
best with the German-made rounds.

THE FINALISTS
THE SAVAGE & COLT
AUTOPISTOLS

Elbert H. Searle, the father of the
Savage Autopistol, was granted his first
patent for an automatic pistol in 1903.
He sought out the financial assistance
of William D. Condit of Philadelphia in
an effort to secure a manufacturer for
his invention. Condit contacted the
Savage Arms Co. at the same time the
Army announced the trials for the new
service pistol. Savage worked out a deal
with Condit & Searle and produced
what became known as the Savage
1906 Automatic in .45 cal. Little time
had been lost in producing an example
for the Army to test as the patent papers
had not been filed on the 1906 model
until a month after the trials had com-
pleted. Given that the Savage auto was
anew concept and design to the Savage
Arms Co.(whereas Colt had been work-
ing with Browning on his auto pistol for
nearly 10 years),it is quite amazing how
wellit did against the inventive and ven-
erable combined arms manufacturing
genius of Colt and Browning.

The 1906 .45 caliber Savage had a lot
going for it in the trials.It had nine fewer
parts than the Colt, held more rounds
than the Colt, required fewer tools to
completely disassemble than the Colt,
was more accurate than the Colt and
passed the sand test in half the time the
Colt took. Unfortunately for Savage, it
also had 40 percent more jams and mis-

- fires than the Colt.The board also found
the Savage to be quite violent in dis-
charge and heavy (although the board’s
own report lists the Savage as weighing
only 1/2 ounce more than the Colt)

The Colt submitted for testing was a
military Model 1905 developed by John
Browning and Colt following their
“head start” on .45 ACP ammunition
development beginning in February
1904. Having nearly three years
advance warning as to the cartridge
composition the Army might require, it
is somewhat amazing the Colt did not

Continued on page 45.
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CREEDMOOR HEAVY SHOOTING COATS:

Ask about our NEW Ventilated Shooting Coat

NO16 S.W.A.T. Rifleman’s Tactical Shooting Coat . ... .. $94.98
NO10X Deluxe OD Green Canvas Shooting Coat . ... .. $99.98
CREEDMOOR SHOOTING GLOVE

ND31 NRA High Power Shooting Glove $28.98
NO32 Full Finger Shooting Glove . ... $39.98

001 Standard Heavy Cordura NO40 Roll-Up ShootingMat . ............. $79.98
Nylon NRA Shooting Coat . ............$219.98 1042 Deluxe Fold-Up Shooting Mat .......$89.98
NODO2 “Hardback" Heavy Cordura NO80 S.W.A.T. ShootingMat ............ $77.98
: Nylon NRA Shooting Coat . . . . .$2924.98
W S BN CREEDMOOR SHOOTING STOOLS:
NRA NO20 Standard Shooting Stool ........... $44.98
ShooHRG CORE woimeims simsai 2 $994.98 NO21 Service Rifle Stool $49.08
MN0O03 Leather NRA Competition el o bt el o !
Sh M024 Accessory Pouch . . ;
WOOHNG Coat « v v v vviis e s s aie s $324.98 s
N025 Magazine Pouch .
N0O4 Lite-Heavy Cordura Nylon 7
NRA Sh b ?#= N026 Shoulder Strap . .
= ooting-Coats . saursia e $904.98 4 v
- / *NO28 Water Bottle ...
NOO7 Cordura Nylon ISU Shooting Coat . . .$189.98 #ND27 Cart Conversion Kit
NOOB Standard Lite Cordilma Nylon: ™ ot o T et e e
Competition Shooting COBt 4 . ... vvrereerern.s $15498 CREEDMOOR RIFLE CASES:
MOOBA "Tapered Lite” Cordura Nylon N151 Standard Rifle Case (48") ... .............. $ 59.98
Competition ShootingCoat ...........cvnuunn. $154.98 N152 Standard Rifle Case (52") ...........co0u0s $ 59.98
NO111 Standard Heavy Cordura Nylon/Leather N153 M16A2/ARISRIAECas@ . ..o vennennnns $ 62.98
NRASROOHRE CORE .oy sammimame « s e $269.98 N150 ServiceRifleCase . ............ § 62.98
N02922 “Hardback” Heavy Cordura “ NOB1 Police Rifle Drag Case ...... $199.98
MNylon/Leather NRA Shooting Coat . ............. $974.98 N154 AR-10/M15A4 Rifle Case (45") $62.98
MN0222A “Tapered Hardback" Cordura ® Ly
Nylon/Leather NRA Shooting Coat . ............. $974.98 KOWA® SPOTTING SCPPES
NO444 Lite-Heavy Cordura Nylon/Leather C1013 Kowa TSN-821 82mm 45° . ...........c..uun
NRA Shooting Coat $974.98 C1015 a TSN-823 82mm 45° Flourite Lens .
AL e solt s i stiiis S gl e s : N C1004 Kowa TS-611 60mm 45°

BASICS BY CREEDMOOR: RIFLES:
BOO1 Basics Standard Heavy Cordura Armalite Rifles
MNylen Competition Shooting Coat .. .. .. $184.98 Springfield Rifles . .......
BO11 Basics Cloth fhooh":‘lg Coat-i i, & :ge@gg Bushmaster Rifies . . . . .. .~
BO40 Basics Roll-Up Shooting Mat . .. .. . 4,
: B02O Basics Standard Shooting Stool . .$31.08 NEW PRODUCTS:
B151 Basics Standard Rifle Case Swarovski Spotting Scopes ......... ..ol CALL
CABANGRY. « oo wioare s 0r0ss s mrstimss oo $44.98 Creedmoor Sitting & Prone Coat . ................ $195.98
B152 Basics Standard Rifle Case Creedmoor Cloth Sitting & Prone Coat .. ........... $89.98
A - $46.98 18 New Book & Video Titles!!!
B30 Basics Felt Padded Much, Much More!!!
Shooting Glove . . L e $17.98 BOOKS:
NO35 1 1/4" Leather Military Sling .. ...$23.98 (4955 Reading the Wind & Coaching Tech . ... ......§ 9.95
1256 Sight Alignment, Trigger Control & The Big Lie . .$11.95
Call and Ask about our Basics Packages and Save $35 (1957 Leather Sling & Shoating Positons .+« ... $11.95
CREEDMOOR CLOTH SHOOTING COATS: C1088 With WinninginMind .. .........ovuin. .. $12.95

CREEDMOOR SPORTS INC. » P.O. BOX 1040 * OCEANSIDE, CA 92051 « MON-FRI 8 AM-4 PM PT = FAX # 760-757-5558
Visit our new website at: www.creedmoorsports.com or E-Mail us at: shoot@creedmoorsports.com

CALL NF%\EJE ORDERS 1-888-CREEDMOOR
| c?n“me CATALOGS 1-800- 94 CATALOG

CREEDMOOR® SPORTS INC.

-CREEDMOOR SHOOTING MATS:

§C1013D 27x LER Eyepiece for 82mm .. ..

NEW FP-10 FREE PISTOL
29 CALIBER

SPECIAL
PRICES ON

162 FREE PISTOL
160 FREE PISTOL
480 & 480-K AIR PISTOL

“SHOOT THE BEST” HAMMERLI USA

208s

480

160 SPECIAL
AR-

ALSO
K2 AIR PISTOL

50 AIR RIFLE

PHONE (209) 962-5311 FAX (209) 962-5931

IMPORTER SINCE 1983
Write: Hammerli USA Sales
Wade & Hannelore Anderson
19296 Oak Grove Circle
Groveland, CA 95321

www. hammerliusa,com

]

PRO-SHOT

——

i

Absorbency) -

SPEAR POINTED CLEANING JAG
Manufacturer of Gun Cleaning Supplies for Accuracy
100% Cotton Flannel Patches (Finished Both Sides for Exira
Brass Core/Bronze Bristle Bore Brushes - Jags - Bore
Guides - Cleaning Rods - Action Tools - Bore Mops - Bore Solvents -
Bolt Lube - Complete line of Cleaning Accessories. Send for Free
Catalog - Dealer Inquiry Invited, Pro-Shot Products, Box 763,

Taylorville, IL 62568. PH: (217) 824-9133 - FAX (217) 824-8861.

PRODUCTS

www.proshotproducts.com
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SMALLBORE HUNTER'S

PISTOL

SILHOUETTE

OTHER TOURNAMENTS

ARIZONA, Sierra Vista - Feb 3, Mar 3,
Apr 7, May 5, Jun 2, Jul 7, (A), M. H.
McGuire, 1032 Bella Vista Dr.,

Sierra Vista, AZ 85635-2008.
(520)533-3922(wk) or (520)458-3109
CALIFORNIA, Delzura - Feb 17, Mar 17,
Apr 21, May 19, Jun 16, Jul 21, (A), J.
A. Birdsell, 2770 Oak Hill Ln., Santa
Ysabel, CA 92070. (760)765-0714
CALIFORNIA, Imperial - Feb 11, Mar 11,
Apr 8, May 13, Jun 10, (A), W. F. Lee,
605 S. “H” St., Imperial, CA 92251.
(760)352-4341 or blee4341@aol.com
CALIFORNIA, Modesto - Feb 11, Mar 11,
Apr 8, May 13, Jun 10, Jul 8, (A), J.
Laird, P. 0, Box 397, Oakdale, CA 95361
CALIFORNIA, Salinas - Feb 25, Mar 11,
Apr 15, May 20, Jun 24, Jul 22, (A), B.
Shaw, 4298 Viejo Rd., Carmel, CA 93923,
shawdogs@aol.com

CALIFORNIA, San Fernando - Feb 10-11,
Mar 10-11, Apr 14-15, May 12-13, Jun
9-10, (A), M. Tannahill, 12651 Little
Tujunga Canyon Rd., San Fernando, CA
91342, (714)870-4527

FLORIDA, Chuluota - Feb 11, Mar 11,
Apr 8, May 13, Jun 10, Jul 8, (A),
Chuluota Sportsmen's Club, P. 0. Box
620490, Oviedo, FL 32762

FLORIDA, Jacksonville - Feb 3, Mar 3,
May 6, Jun 2, (A), V. Bragalone, 3962
Landfall Ln., Jacksonville, FL 32250.
(904)631-8586

FLORIDA, Merritt Island - Feb 24, Mar
24, Apr 28, May 26, Jun23, (A), D.
Otero, 6800 Anecia Ave.,

Cocoa, FL 32927. (321)632-8879
MISSOURI, Columbia - Feb 11, Mar 11,
Apr 8, May 6, Jun 10, Jul 21 & 28,
(A). D. Gayou, 1705 Glenbrook Ct.,
Columbia, MO 65203. (573)882-3450
NEVADA, Winnemucca - Feb 10, Apr 21,
(A), R. Abrego, P. 0. Box 1575,
Winnemucca, NV 89446, (775)623-4883
NEW HAMPSHIRE, Peterborough - Feb
17, Mar 17, Apr 21, May 19, Jun 16,
Jul 21, (A), G. Gibson, P. 0. Box 343,
Tilton, NH 03276

NEW MEXICO, Santa Fe - Feb 18, Apr
15, May 20, Jun 10, Jul 8, (A), D.
Kreischer, Rt. 1, Box 92F,

Santa Fe, NM 87501. (505)455-2701
TENNESSEE, Chattanooga - Mar 18, Apr
15, May 20, Jun 17, Jul 15, (A),
Sharon D'Agostino, P. 0, Box 8951,
Chattanooga, TN 37414. (423)629-5300
TEXAS, Austin - Feb 11, Mar 11, Apr 8,
May 13, Jun 10, Jul 8, (A), M.
McClelland, 211 Christensen Rd.,

Elgin, TX 78621. (512)416-2226
TEXAS, Carrollton - Feb 17, Mar 17, Apr
21, May 19, Jun 16, Jul 21, (A), D. L.
Pace, 1424 Lakewood Dr.,

Garland, TX 75042. (972)272-1067
TEXAS, El Paso - Feb 4, Mar 4, Apr 1,
May 6 & 26-27, Jun 3, Jul 1, (A), 0.
Moreno, P. 0. Box 17136, El Paso, TX
79917-7136. (915)859-6049

TEXAS, Friendswood - Feb 3, Mar 3, Apr
7, May 5, Jun 2, Jul 7, (A), R. Parker,
924 Gemini Ave., Houston, TX 77058,
(281)218-8494

TEXAS, Haltom City - Feb 3, Mar 3, Apr
7, May 5, Jun 2, Jul 7, (A), J. Cox, 603
S. New Hope Rd., Kennedale, TX 76060.
(800)777-2725

TEXAS, Houston - Feb 25, Mar 25, Apr
22, Jun 24, Jul 22, (A), B. Hardesty,
1202 Seagler Apt. #220,

Houston, TX 77042, (713)952-4376
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TEXAS, Mesquite - Feb 24, Mar 24, Apr
28, May 26, Jun 23, Jul 28, 9A), V.
Valdez, 2701 Fox Creek Dr.,

Richardson, TX 75082

TEXAS, Mt. Home - Feb 18, Mar 18, Apr
8, May 20, Jun 17, Jul 15, (A), J. E.
Schrimsher, 131 Silver Creek,

Kerrville, TX 78028

TEXAS, New Braunfels - Feb 25, Mar 25,
Apr 22, May 27, Jun 24, Jul 22, (A), A.
Kowalik, 303 Kayton Ave.,

San Antonio, TX 78210, (210)221-3111
VIRGINIA, Ashland - Feb 10, Mar 10,
Apr 14, May 12, Jun 9, Jul 14, (A), M.
E. Esbach, 8294 Shane Edmonds Ln.,
Mechanicsville, VA 23111.
(804)559-9980

VIRGINIA, Middlesex - Feb 24, Mar 24 &
31, Apr 28, May 26, Jun 23 & 30, Jul
28, (A), M. White, HCR 1, Box 209F,
Hartfield, VA 23071. (804)776-9861
VIRGINIA, Suffolk - Feb 4, Mar 4, Apr
1, May 6, Jun 3, Jul 1, (A), G. Woody,
973 Kings Fork Rd., Suffolk, VA 23434-
7154. (757)934-1264

WASHINGTON, Machias - Feb 17, Mar
17, Apr 14, May 19, Jul 14, (A), E.
Springgay, 9737 164th Ave. NE,
Redmond, WA 98052-3131.
(425)885-3402

WASHINGTON, Ravensdale - Feb 11, Mar
11, Apr 8, May 13, Jun 10, Jul 8, (A),
Glenda L. Graves, 13604 Se 170th St.,
Renton, WA 98058. (253)395-3535

AIR PISTOL

SILHOUETTE

OTHER TOURNAMENTS

ARIZONA, Phoenix - Feb 4, Mar 4, Apr
1, May 6, Jun 3, Jul 1, Outdoor; Feb
25, Mar 25, Apr 22, May 27, Jun 24,
Jul 22, Indoor, (A), R. Boe, 19814 N.
5th Dr., Phoenix, AZ 85027
CALIFORNIA, Los Angeles - Feb 17, Mar
17, Apr 21, May 19, Jun 16, Jul 21,
(A), Linda Homiller, 15445 Cobalt St.
#233, Sylmar, CA 91342.

(818)362-0027

CALIFORNIA, Modesto - Apr 28, May
26, Jun 23, (A), D. E. Todd, 10530
Crackerbox Rd., Oakdale, CA 95361.
Indoor & Qutdoor. (209)847-1256
FLORIDA, Palm Bay - Feb 17, Mar 17,
Apr 21, May 19, Jun 16, Jul 21, (A), P.
Galbraith, 446 N. Neptune Dr.,

Satellite Beach, FL 32937.
(321)779-4761 (evenings)
PENNSYLVANIA, Pittsburgh - Feb 3, 10,
17 & 24, Mar 3, 10, 17 & 24, (A),
Jacqueline Y, GGosselin,

60 Carl Ave.

B-2, Eighty Four, PA 15330. Indoor.
(724)228-2800 or n3zel@fyi.net

TEXAS, Winnsboro - Feb 25, Mar 25, Apr
22, May 27, Jun 24, Jul 22, (A), F.
Sandlin, 464 Co. Rd. 1540,

Alba, TX 75410. (903)765-3221
VIRGINIA, Middlesex - Feb 24, Mar 24 &
31, Apr 28, May 26, Jun 23 & 30, Jul
28, (A), M. White, HCR 1, Box 209E,
Hartfield, VA 23071, (804)776-9861
VIRGINIA, Ridgeway - Feb 4, Mar 4, Apr
1, May 6, Jun 3, Jul 1, (A), T. Wall, 125
Dupont Rd., Martinsville, VA 24112,
(540)632-5025

STATE GAMES

PENNSYLVANIA, Johnstown - Aug 3,
Opening Ceremony; Aug 4, Sporting
Clays, 3-P SBR, Conv. Prone SBR and
Practical Pistol; Aug 5, ATA Trap, SBR,
SBR/SBHR Silh. and Action Pistol;
Contact Person: M.). Banosky, 2536
Hampton Ave., Allison Park, PA 15101.
Keystone State Games. (888)445-4559,
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THE 1907 ArRMY PisTOL TRIALS Continued from page 23.

outperform the other competitors hands-down during the trials.
The Colt rang up 30 misfires,jams or malfunctions in 900 rounds
fired during testing. Still, it seemed to have the eye of those who
were reviewing the tests—not hard to understand since Colts
had been serving the U.S. mounted troopers since 1847,

The Colt and Savage went neck and neck in the trials adop-
tion, the Savage Auto was additionally sighted by the board for
the same deficiencies the Colt had—defective side ejection, no
loaded chamber indicator and no automatic safety. A recom-
mendation of the board suggested Colt and Savage be given an
opportunity to field test their guns under service conditions.
The Chief of Ordnance approved the expenditure of monies to
allow 200 of each gun to be purchased and placed with mem-
bers of differing Cavalry regiments. For some still unexplained
reason, Savage declined to accept the government request to
produce 200 of the Model 1906.

To say the least, the Army Board was stunned by the lack of
interest in what would surely have been a lucrative government
contract. Still, somewhat confused at their reaction, the chief
ordered the next runner-up, the Luger, to undergo the field tri-
als and 200 Lugers were ordered.

Considering the final details over royalties and patent rights
had notyet been finalized, Searle and Condit may have been hag-
gling with Savage for a favorable financial position, given that
the patent protecting Searle’s Model 1906 was not filed until 30
days following the Army’s order for an additional 200 pistols.

AND THE WINNERS ...

The Army review board sent its recommendations to the
Chief of Ordnance following the end of the trials on March
28,1907. Unconvinced the automatic pistol was the most ser-
viceable choice for use in the Cavalry, it recommended the
immediate adoption of the Colt revolver in the new cartridge
and directed it be sent to troops in the Philippines as soon as
practicable.

They asked that 200 examples of modified Colt and Savage
auto pistols be sent to six troops of cavalry for field testing.
Savage did not originally accept the Army order for 200 guns
at any price and the Army began negotiations to secure 200
Lugers as the next runner-up.

Eventually, Savage submitted an estimate for 200 guns and
produced the Model 1907 at the same time Colt revised their
model and sent 200 Model 1907s for evaluation.The contract
with Luger was never executed, resulting in only three known
Lugers being manufactured in .45 ACP.

Over the next few years, both the Savage and Colt pistols
were put through rigorous tests and field trials.John Browning
with the Colt engineers and Searle from Savage worked relent-
lessly to gain the upper hand in the tests. Colt finally began—
with numerous modifications such as the 1905/7, 1909 and
1910 pistols—to out distance the Savage competition. Savage,
started to put political pressure on the proceedings by hav-
ing Vice President John Sherman intervene on their behalf,

The showdown came on March 15, 1911, when the Colt-
improved Model 1911 went up against the Savage Model 1910,
Over 6,000 rounds were fired from each pistol.The Savage had
only 37 misfires. The Colt had none. The Colt consistently
grouped better in the accuracy tests and was much quicker
and easier to disassemble than the Savage The Colt,after exact-
ly four years of refinement, was unanimously approved by the
testing Board and adopted on March 28, 1911. By late April of
that year, contracts totaling more than 30,000 pistols began a
relationship between the Army and Colt that would last 75
years and produce a total of more than 6 million pistols.
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